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This tailored analysis, prepared at your request, looks at the existing data retention regimes in all EU Member States and at how they have been modified (or annulled) following the CJEU case-law, as well as into crime statistics in selected Member States, namely: the crime rates and the crime clearance rates. Unfortunately, not all Member States make statistics available on crime clearance rates. You will find below a table summarising the data which we were able to gather on the crime clearance rates. However, this is a simple compilation of the results - all the data are presented more in details and with relevant explanations on the following pages, together with other indicators. This table and the graphic representation below aim to give a snapshot and facilitate your reading, but they can only be used to understand the trends in individual countries, and not to compare countries among them. Also, the table contains short information on the existence or not of the data retention (DR) regime in each country, but it does not appear possible to establish any direct correlation between the fact of having or not data retention laws in place and crime statistics. Indeed, too many parameters have to be taken into consideration to evaluate the reason for statistical changes (such as amendments of other laws, reform of statistics’ methodology, changes in recording of offences by police, etc.).
Crime clearance rates in selected Member States**
	Member State
	DR*
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Austria 
	NO
	43,1%
	42,6%
	43,1%
	43,1%
	44,0%
	45,9%
	50,1%
	52,5%

	Denmark 
	YES
	18,1%
	18%
	18,5%
	20,5%
	21,4%
	22,8%
	22,5%
	24,1%

	Estonia
	YES
	55,0%
	53,0%
	53,0%
	52,0%
	63,0%
	67,0%
	69,0%
	63,0%

	Finland 
	YES
	64,0%
	65,0%
	63,0%
	62,0%
	62,0%
	61,0%
	62,0%
	62,0%

	France 
	YES
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/

	Germany 
	YES
	54,7%
	54,4%
	54,5%
	54,9%
	56,3%
	56,2%
	57,1%
	57,7%

	Greece 
	YES
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/

	Ireland 
	YES
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/

	Italy
	YES
	18,3%
	18,6%
	18,3%
	18,8%
	19,0%
	18,8%
	19,4%
	19,8%

	Latvia
	YES
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/

	Lithuania
	YES
	44,8%
	52,0%
	54,7%
	55,6%
	55,0%
	45,0%
	47,7%
	52,4%

	Luxembourg
	YES
	44,6%
	44,1%
	44,0%
	43,3%
	45,0%
	47,0%
	44,6%
	50,7%

	Netherlands
	NO
	27,1%
	27,8%
	26,7%
	27,3%
	25,4%
	25,5%
	26,4%
	28,5%

	Poland
	YES
	68,7%
	67,8%
	67,0%
	65,2%
	64,7%
	66,5%
	71,7%
	73,4%

	Portugal
	YES
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/
	/

	Slovakia
	YES
	51,0%
	53,0%
	54,0%
	56,0%
	57,0%
	57,0%
	59,0%
	61,0%

	Slovenia
	NO
	12,0%
	12,1%
	12,7%
	14,8%
	15,4%
	13,4%
	13,4%
	12,8%

	Spain
	YES
	/
	/
	/
	35,7%
	33,8%
	33,3%
	33,3%
	33,0%

	Sweden
	YES
	17,0%
	18,0%
	18,0%
	17,0%
	15,0%
	15,0%
	14,0%
	13,0%


*DR = Data retention regime in place
**NB: Data on clearance rates are not available for all the countries studied. In such case, the space is left empty. Please note that “clearance rate” is defined differently in various Member States and does not have the same statistical value (in some countries, the term is rather “detection rate” or “person-based clearance” and these terms do not represent the same concept). So any comparison between the Member States would be inappropriate. For more details, please see each country’s page below.
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Source: data in the table and the graph above are extracted from data gathered for individual countries - for detailed information and other indicators, please see individual country pages.
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Following the annulment of the data retention directive 2006/24 (DRD) in 2014, most EU Member States have maintained a data retention regime in place. Several MS modified national provisions in an attempt to comply with the CJEU judgements in the Case C-293/12 Digital Rights Ireland and the more recent Joined Cases C-203/15 and C-698/15 Tele2 and Watson (2016) and only very few have no more data retention in place.
Several reports were issued in 2017 looking at the status of data retention legislation across the EU:
· a report from Privacy International (September 2017) on National Data Retention Laws since the CJEU’s Tele-2/Watson Judgment found that in “roughly 40% of all countries surveyed... the pre-Digital Rights Ireland regime transposing Directive 2006/24 is still in place”.[footnoteRef:1] It provides detailed overview of legal developments in 21 MS; [1:  The report identified 8 MS in this category: Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, France, Ireland, Poland, Portugal and Spain (out of the 21 surveyed).] 

· a report from Eurojust (November 2017) on Data retention regimes in Europe in light of the CJEU ruling of 21 December 2016 in Joined Cases C-203/15 and C-698/15 examined the impact of Tele2/Watson on judicial cooperation in criminal matters; it contains a summary of data retention periods in different Member States;
· a publication from Fundamental Rights Agency (July 2017) on Data Retention Across the EU provided an overview of draft and in force legislative amendments across the EU; information on more recent developments in Member States’ data retention regimes can be found in the FRA Fundamental Rights Reports 2017 (pp.162-165), 2018 and 2019 (pp.162-164).
In the same time, the Council of the EU examined the data retention issue within the DAPIX Friends of Presidency Data Retention group and several documents were produced, including a table (with updates) on the status of legislation and relevant court cases in the Member States (see Statewatch, The "reflection process" on data retention: working documents discussed by Council published, 28.2.2018). The table on the State of play in the Member States was updated in March 2019.
A table summarising the current state of Member States’ data retention regimes is enclosed below. It is based on information provided in the reports and documents mentioned above and contains the most recent information available (end of 2017 or beginning of 2019 when available).




	Member State
	Data retention regime in place
	Response to CJEU’s Digital Rights Ireland 
	Recent Court cases

	Austria 
	NO

	Transposing law declared unconstitutional and annulled by the Austrian Constitutional Court on 12 June 2014.
	

	Belgium
	YES
	Transposing law annulled by the Belgian Constitutional Court on 11 June 2015.
New rules on data retention, amending the initial regime in force since July 2016.
	In 2018, the Belgian Constitutional Court requested a preliminary reference to the CJEU on whether blanket retention is compatible with fundamental rights. (Case C-520/18 Ordre des barreaux francophones et germanophone). The Advocate General gave his Opinion on 15 January 2020.

	Bulgaria
	YES
	Transposing law annulled by Bulgarian Constitutional Court on 12 March 2015.
Electronic Communications Act amended in 2015 to replace data retention provisions annulled by the Court. Further amended in Countering of Terrorism Act 2016.
	

	Croatia
	YES
	The initial data retention regime still in place. No changes done so far to national legislation.
	

	Cyprus
	YES
	Following the judgement in Digital Rights Ireland the national legislation has been upheld by a Supreme Court’s Judgement in October2015.
	

	Czech Republic
	YES
	No significant response to Digital Rights Ireland, but Constitutional Court decisions in March and December 2011 both found elements of the transposing legislation to be unconstitutional; however, it was not invalidated.
	A case on the lawfulness of “general and indiscriminate storage” of traffic and location data is currently pending before the Constitutional Court of the Czech Republic (Case 45/17).

	Denmark 
	YES
	Government concludes in June 2014 that the administrative orders for data retention and data retention laws are not affected by the Digital Rights ruling.
Legislative initiatives pending at the end of 2018 to address issues raised in the Tele2/Watson judgment. [Source: FRA 2019 report]
	The Danish rules on data retention (executive order no. 988 of 28 September 2006) are currently being challenged before the Eastern High Court.
The case has been postponed – initially until 1 September 2019 – due to the pending case C520/18 at the CJEU. [Source: 2019 Council document]

	Estonia
	YES
	No significant response.
In December 2018, the Estonian Ministry of Justice drafted a proposal for a law amending the Electronic Communications Act. [Source: Estonian Human Rights Centre].

	In November 2018, the Supreme Court of Estonia requested a preliminary ruling from the CJEU regarding whether access to traffic and location data “pertaining to a short time period” is a serious interference with fundamental rights (Case C-746/18 H.K. v. Openbaar Ministerie). [Source: FRA 2019 report]

	Finland 
	YES
	A review of the applicable data retention regime was initiated in 2015, still in progress in July 2017. [Source: 2017 FRA report].
	

	France 
	YES
	The initial data retention regime is still in force and subject to a pending challenge before the French Conseil d’Etat.

	In 2018, the Conseil d’Etat asked the CJEU to issue a preliminary ruling on whether or not blanket retention is compatible with fundamental rights (Cases C511/18 and C512/18). The Advocate General gave his Opinion on 15 January 2020.

	Germany 
	YES
	The transposing law was annulled in a judgment by the German Federal Constitutional Court in 2010.
In December 2015 the German Telecommunications Act was passed, with section 113b reintroducing data retention rules. The storage obligation became effective on 1 July 2017.
N.B. The new law is de facto suspended and not used in practice due to pending cases.
	The current legislation is being challenged before the German Constitutional Court (several constitutional complaints).
On 28 June 2017, following an Administrative court decision, the German Federal Networks Agency (Bundesnetzagentur) announced it would temporarily cease enforcing section 113b.
In April 2018, two decisions by the Administrative Court in Cologne held that the 2015 Act violated EU law, as it still allows for general and indiscriminate retention, albeit for shorter periods. (9 K 3859/16 and 9 K 7417/17, 20 April 2018).
Appeals are pending at the Federal Administrative Court.
[Source: 2019 Council document]

	Greece 
	YES
	No significant change.
	

	Hungary
	YES
	Initial data retention regime still in effect, no amendments to the transposing law until now.
However, other amendments adopted in 2016 have expanded the scope of data retention.
[Source: FRA 2017 Report]
	No court decision has been delivered so far in relation to the current national regulation. A complaint has been submitted to the Constitutional Court on 26 July 2016, which found it eligible for further examination. No decision has been made yet.
[Source: 2019 Council document]

	Ireland 
	YES
	Transposing law - the 2011 Communications Act - not immediately annulled following the Digital Rights decision.
Proposals on a new Communications Bill presented in October 2017.
	The Digital Rights Ireland challenge to domestic data retention laws before the Irish High Court was still ongoing in 2017 (it was adjourned until December 2016 to await the CJEU judgment in Tele2/Watson). [Source: FRA 2017 Report]
In a separate trial, the High Court ruled in December 2018 that certain sections of the 2011 Communications Act are incompatible with EU law and the ECHR, as they established a general and indiscriminate data retention regime. [Source: FRA Report 2019]


	Italy
	YES

	Initial regime still in place. The transposing legislation - S123 of the Data Protection Code - allowed for longer data retention periods than provided for in Directive 2006/24/EC - this did not change with the Digital Rights Ireland judgement.
An amendment to the Personal Data Protection Code permitting retention for up to 6 years in certain cases was approved by the Italian Parliament in November 2017, and confirmed in law on August 2018.
The Italian Data Protection Authority has since published its concerns about these developments (section 1.1, in Italian only).
	

	Latvia
	YES
	---
	

	Lithuania
	YES
	Review of data retention regime initiated in 2015.
[Source: 2017 FRA report]
	

	Luxembourg
	YES
	Bill modifying previous data retention presented by Ministry of Justice to Chamber of Deputies in 2015.
	The bill was still "under development" in February 2019 (p.16, in French).

	Malta
	YES
	---
	Transposing legislation challenged in Constitutional Court in 2018. Three cases pending.

	Netherlands
	NO
	The transposing legislation - 2009 Data Retention Act - invalidated by Dutch court ruling in 2015.
No data retention regime currently in place. Law enforcement is dependent on data that service providers store for their own business purposes.
Legislative changes are in drafting but were still pending at the end of 2018. [Source: FRA Report 2019].
	

	Poland
	YES
	Increased retention measures imposed after Digital Rights Ireland. New data retention law entered into force on 7 February 2016.
	

	Portugal
	YES
	The transposing 2008 law not repealed after Digital Rights Ireland.
	In the Judgement of the Constitutional Court no 420/2017, of 13 July 2017, the Court concluded that the ECJ’s reasoning in the Ireland Digital Rights judgement of 8 March does not apply to Law 32/2008 and, in this regard, does not provide sufficient grounds to invalidate it, as the law established adequate safeguards.

	Romania
	YES
	Romanian data retention laws declared unconstitutional by Romanian Constitutional Court in 2009 and 2014 (the 2014 decision invalidated data retention law following Digital Rights Ireland).
News laws related to data retention adopted in 2015 and 2016.
By July 2017, three other new laws were in preparation. [Source: 2017 FRA report].
	

	Slovakia
	YES
	In April 2015 Grand Chamber of the Constitutional Court invalidated Slovakia’s existing data retention regime, giving effect to Digital Rights Ireland.
A new law entered into force in January 2016. [Source: 2017 FRA report].
	

	Slovenia
	NO
	In July 2014 the Slovenian Constitutional Court annulled the national provisions on mandatory data retention.
No specific data retention laws in place, though some existing technical arrangements still in place (e.g. relying on data collected for business purposes of operators).
	

	Spain
	YES
	The Spanish transposing law on data retention is still in place. 
	

	Sweden
	YES
	A report commissioned by the Swedish Justice Minister dated June 2014 found that national law on data retention was not incompatible with EU or EHCR law.
In February 2019, proposal tabled for new legislation (it was expected to be adopted by October 2019). [Source: 2019 Council document].
	The CJEU found in Joined Cases C-203/15 and C-698/15 Tele2 and Watson that the existing Swedish data retention regime was incompatible with the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.


	United Kingdom
	YES
	Data Retention and Investigatory Powers Act (DRIPA) enacted in July 2014 as an emergency measure following Digital Rights Ireland.
The Investigatory Powers Act 2016 is now the substantive legislation governing data retention in the UK.
Legislation amended in October 2018 following Tele2/Watson.
[Source: 2019 Council document].
	The Government is facing ongoing legal challenge to the Investigatory Powers Act.
In 2018, the Court of Appeal and the High Court held that national legislation was inconsistent with EU fundamental rights standards, lacking the requirement of prior judicial control. [Source: FRA Report 2019].
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Evaluation of data retention directive and statistics
In 2011, the European Commission issued an Evaluation report on the Data Retention Directive (Directive 2006/24/EC). In this report, the Commission stated that “reliable quantitative and qualitative data are crucial in demonstrating the necessity and value of security measures such as data retention. This was recognised in the 2006 action plan[footnoteRef:2] on measuring crime and criminal justice which included an objective for developing methods for regular data collection in line with the Directive and to include the statistics in the Eurostat database (providing they meet quality standards). It has not been possible to meet this objective, given that most Member States only fully transposed the Directive in the last two years and used different interpretations for the source of statistics. The Commission in its future proposal for revising the data retention framework, alongside the review of the action plan on statistics, will aim to develop feasible metrics and reporting procedures which enable transparent and meaningful monitoring of data retention and which do not place undue burdens on criminal justice systems and law enforcement authorities.” [2:  In the meantime, a a new Action Plan for the period 2011-15 was adopted in 2012, and reviewed in 2014.] 

The Commission warned that “there is no general definition of ‘serious crime’ in the EU, and there are accordingly no EU statistics on the incidence of serious crime or of investigations or prosecutions of serious crime, though data on crime and justice are regularly published”. “The aggregate volume of requests for retained data as reported by the 19 Member States who supplied some sort of data for 2009 and/or 2008 was about 2.6 million. Against the latest crime and criminal justice statistics available for these 19 Member States - which refer to all crimes reported, not only serious crimes - it can be said that there were just over two requests for every police officer per year, or about 11 requests for every 100 recorded crimes[footnoteRef:3]”. Even though only few Member States submitted complete data, more information on numbers of requests for retained data by age and by type of data can be found in the Annex: “Additional statistics on the retention of traffic data” (pp. 34-43 of the report). [3:  In 2007 there were 1.7m police officers in EU-27, of which 1.2m were in the 19 Member States who provided statistics on requests for retained data; in 2007 there were 29.2m crimes recorded by the police in the EU, of which 24m were recorded in the 19 Member States who provided statistics. (Source: Eurostat 2009.)] 

Eurostat crime statistics
Eurostat collects Crime statistics from all EU Member States, on an annual basis, for established types of crime (such as homicide, assault, sexual violence, robbery, burglary, theft or drug trafficking). The raw data can be found in the database and visualised online. One should proceed with caution as regards any comparisons, as explained by Eurostat. Also see methodology for more information.
Eurostat warns indeed that when analysing these statistics, one should “keep in mind that the data refer only to crimes recorded by authorities. This depends – among other things – on reports to the police from victims and witnesses. Inferring about crime occurrence from official crime figures can therefore be misleading. Furthermore, production of official crime statistics, such as how crimes are defined and counted, varies between countries and comparisons between countries can therefore be misleading”. Comparability of statistics is affected by many factors, such as differences in:
· Legal system and criminal justice system
· Legislation, criminal law and legal definitions
· Organisation and efficiency of police, prosecution, courts and prisons
· Recording stage, input-, process- or output data
· Recording system, reporting system, and production system
· Relation between national crime definition and international statistical definition
· Statistical unit and statistical population
· Statistical definition, reference time, counting methods and calculation methods
· Reporting rate for the crime
Changes in any of the factors can affect the comparability over time.
Please note that Eurostat does not adjust the figures sent by Member States and does not publish EU totals in the database (only data broken down by type of crime are available, as absolute numbers and as a proportion - numbers per hundred thousand inhabitants). Latest data available for now is 2017.
However, in a recent article on crime statistics analysing specific types of crime (homicide, assault, robbery, car theft), Eurostat has included EU-28 totals. As specified by Eurostat, “to give the correct EU total, figures for all the countries are needed and missing data is one of the major quality issues for crime statistics at European level. For some crimes, so much data is missing that an EU total is not presented here. For some of the crimes that are presented, the EU total was adjusted due to sporadically missing figures.”
You will find below the EU totals and a graph providing an overview of trends for selected crimes, extracted from Eurostat source data. You can find the full tables in the article and in the source data.
Selected offences, EU-28, 2010-2017
(number of police-recorded offences)
	Year
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Homicide
	5790
	5635
	5374
	5047
	5018
	5386
	5158
	5155

	Assault
	995.334 
	957.128 
	923.850 
	916.072 
	954.897 
	1.023.440 
	1.061.940 
	1.106.838 

	Vehicle theft
	907793
	982920
	796363
	771440
	733166
	698478
	697384
	697384

	Robbery
	511034
	522286
	522107
	497064
	425615
	396322
	400133
	395812




Source: Eurostat (online data code: crim_off_cat)
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Recorded offences

	
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Offences (number)*
	539.970
	547.764
	546.396
	527.692
	517.869
	537.792
	510.536
	472.981

	Clearance rate in %
	43,1%
	42,6%
	43,1%
	43,1%
	44,0%
	45,9%
	50,1%
	52,5


* used indicator: “Angezeigte Delikte”

Source: Die Polizeiliche Kriminalstatistik 2018. Österreich ist so sicher wie noch nie. Bundesministerium für Inneres, Bundeskriminalamt, Mai 2019.
For visualisations (including earlier years than requested) see page 9 of the report:
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’Crime clearance rate’ (rate of successful investigation of crimes)
Since the fall of 1999, the notification statistics have ceased to use the terms 'clarified review' or 'clearance rate'. Instead, the terms 'notifications with a charge' are now used or 'charge percentage'. Until 1979, a case's resolution meant that 'the case had been prosecuted, that the state prosecutor had prepared the indictment and that the police clearance work had been completed'. After 1979, the concept of clarification only covered 'that a charge had been raised' - but not necessarily that the police clearing work was completed. Therefore 'Notification with charge' was introduced as the best covering term for the facts. (Statistikdokumentation for Anmeldte forbrydelser 2018)
Prosecution rate for reported criminal offences (Tabel 1.1.01 in Kriminalitet 2018, Kriminalitet 2016, Kriminalitet 2014, Kriminalitet 2012)
	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Rate (%)
	18,1
	18
	18,5
	20,5
	21,4
	22,8
	22,5
	24,1



The charge percentage varies with the type of offense. For example, charges were raised in 7% of the burglary reviews, but in 61 % of the violence against persons reviews. The charge rate for sexual offenses has increased from 57 % in 2017 to 70 % in 2018.

Reported criminal offences
The table below presents the data on the number of reported criminal offences (total) and on reported offences per 100 000 inhabitants (Tables 1.1.03 and 1.1.02 in Kriminalitet 2018)
	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Offences (total)
	
	440 772
	429 293
	406 163
	388 543
	401 407
	393 437
	366 542

	Offences/ 100 000 inhabitants
	10 200
	9 569
	9 261
	8 687
	8 234
	8 425
	8 196
	7 526
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Recorded crimes and clearance rates
	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Total number of crimes
	42567
	40816
	39631
	37787
	32626
	29051
	26984
	27125

	Number by 10 000 people
	318
	306
	300
	287
	247
	220
	205
	206

	Crime clearance rate
	55%
	53%
	53%
	52%
	63%
	67%
	69%
	63%



Sources: 
1. Crime statistics in Estonia in 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 
1. Crime statistics in Estonia 2018 - Ministry of Justice
[image: ]
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For further reading: Overview of crime, Crime statistics in Estonia 2018 - Ministry of Justice, 2019
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Offences against the Penal Code

	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Offences reported to the authorities
	531830
	491846
	489765
	482050
	472646
	466857
	438373
	443525

	Solved offences, total
	342197
	317576
	309172
	298753
	294662
	285437
	272894
	273636

	Crime clearance rate, percentage
	64%
	65%
	63%
	62%
	62%
	61%
	62%
	62%



Source: Statistics Finland / Statistics on offences and coercive measures
Access to full crime data: https://findikaattori.fi/en/11

See also the graph on crimes and their clearance 1980-2018:
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Source: Polizeiliche Kriminalstatistik 2018 Ausgewählte Zahlen im Überblick, Bundesministerium des Inneren, für Bau und Heimat, Innenministerkonferenz 2019.

Crime clearance rate:
Data for years 2004 to 2018 can be found on page 30 of the above report (AQ: Aufklärungsquoten).

	Jahr 
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Aufgeklärte Fälle
	3276153
	3259822
	3249396
	3336398
	3564811
	3584167
	3290725
	3206507

	AQ (%)
	54,7
	54,4
	54,5
	54,9
	56,3
	56,2
	57,1
	57,7



Recorded prevalence of crime or crime rate:
Data for the long-term development of the crime rate for all crimes (2004-2018) can be found on page 26 (Kriminalität insgesamt). Data for a selection of crimes can be found on the following pages.

[image: ]

N.B. An explanation of the acronyms in the tables, f. ex. AQ, HZ and SR, can be found in a glossary on pages 40 to 43. For instance: HZ = Häufigkeitszahl is the number of crimes x 100 000 inhabitants / total population.
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Crimes committed
	
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Number of crimes committed (including serious crimes & major offences, committed & attempted)
	       194.031   
	       194.244   
	       199.800   
	       190.213   
	       197.074   
	       205.216   
	       221.225   
	       210.272   

	Number of crimes committed per 100 000 citizens (including serious crimes & major offences, committed & attempted) 
	1744,4
	1752,1
	1815,8
	1740,8
	1815,0
	1903,0
	2054,4
	1957,6


Source: ELSTAT (https://www.statistics.gr/el/statistics/pop)

Crimes detected (in numbers)
	
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Homicides
	291
	268
	283
	234
	210
	183
	188
	172

	Fraud
	833
	1283
	1359
	1426
	1515
	2066
	1163
	1189

	Illicit trade in antiquities
	88
	74
	62
	68
	71
	174
	73
	73

	Rapes
	163
	162
	170
	143
	121
	164
	168
	175

	Racketeering
	248
	166
	129
	125
	118
	89
	94
	148

	Beggary
	1105
	957
	2219
	2316
	2526
	2987
	3045
	2212

	Animal theft
	155
	114
	108
	124
	82
	90
	49
	93

	Movement of counterfeit products
	604
	735
	1014
	1180
	1129
	1660
	2572
	2307

	Counterfeit trade
	356
	760
	1190
	1322
	1083
	1262
	1926
	1916

	Drugs related
	9792
	9818
	9758
	10201
	10292
	10569
	11876
	12909

	Guns related
	3066
	3903
	6529
	4809
	4210
	4105
	3798
	4052

	Related to intellectual property
	703
	735
	528
	390
	284
	262
	158
	109

	Forgery
	3304
	2824
	2310
	2722
	2261
	2151
	2510
	3912

	Sexual exploitation
	222
	496
	656
	356
	297
	202
	138
	131

	Thefts - Burglaries of houses, shops and other institutions
	16714
	16395
	15068
	13593
	13247
	14798
	15048
	14389

	Thefts of automobiles
	11417
	10344
	8778
	7707
	8259
	8543
	7537
	7315

	Robberies
	1943
	1950
	1636
	1415
	1386
	1582
	1538
	1257

	Total
	51004
	50984
	51797
	48131
	47091
	50887
	51881
	52359


Source: Greek Police (http://www.astynomia.gr/index.php?option=ozo_content&perform=view&id=81&Itemid=73&lang=) 
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Crime statistics in Ireland are not measured by clearance rate per se, but the Irish Central Statistics Office (CSO) publishes statistics for detection rates. However, due to data quality issues, statistics relating to detections have not been published on a consistent annual basis since 2016, which related to detection rates for the year 2014. The CSO resumed the publication for 2018 with a new methodology, but explained that “because of the break-in-series it is not possible to say, based on available data, whether detection rates have increased or decreased relative to previous years.” As an example, the crime detection rates in Ireland for 2018 are included below (available only by type).
Detection rates for crimes reported in 2018 classified by offence group
	
	Crimes

	ICCSq offence group
	Recorded
	Detected
	Detection Rate (%)

	01  Homicide and related offences
	77
	58
	75

	02  Sexual offences
	3.178
	351
	11

	03  Attempts/threats to murder, assaults, harassments and related offences
	20.014
	6.455
	32

	04  Dangerous or negligent acts
	8.565
	7.169
	84

	05  Kidnapping and related offences
	128
	42
	33

	06  Robbery, extortion and hijacking offences 
	2.431
	621
	26

	07  Burglary and related offences
	16.968
	2.715
	16

	08  Theft and related offences
	66.972
	22.316
	33

	09  Fraud, deception and related offences
	6.324
	1.335
	21

	10  Controlled drug offences
	18.346
	15.658
	85

	11  Weapons and explosives offences
	2.435
	1.837
	75

	12 Damage to property and to the  environment
	21.526
	4.119
	19

	13  Public order and other social code offences
	32.022
	25.998
	81

	15  Offences against government, justice procedures and organisation of crime 
	15.994
	9.239
	58


Source: Recorded Crime Detection 2018: Introduction, CSO, 3 September 2019.
[image: \\EPRSBRUSNVF01\Users$\svoronova\Documents\EMS requests\2020 - DATA RETENTION\figure-11-detection-rate.png]
At present the CSO does not publish an overall statistic for crime rates, only a breakdown of recorded crime offences by type of offence and year (2003-2018) is available.
Recorded Crime Offences Under Reservation (Number) by Type of Offence and Year
	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	01 ,Homicide offences
	79
	89
	96
	111
	83
	85
	92
	79

	02 ,Sexual offences
	1958
	1976
	1907
	1972
	2279
	2524
	2882
	3179

	03 ,Attempts/threats to murder, assaults, harassments and related offences
	17161
	15707
	14366
	15163
	16905
	16699
	18964
	20101

	04 ,Dangerous or negligent acts
	9688
	8843
	7493
	7230
	7117
	7687
	8369
	8558

	05 ,Kidnapping and related offences
	115
	97
	121
	124
	153
	123
	129
	129

	06 ,Robbery, extortion and hijacking offences
	2953
	2812
	2795
	2650
	2573
	2100
	2179
	2430

	07 ,Burglary and related offences
	28200
	28460
	26305
	27693
	26310
	18557
	19189
	16964

	08 ,Theft and related offences
	76658
	76112
	78425
	77631
	75730
	64500
	69276
	66934

	09 ,Fraud, deception and related offences
	5497
	5708
	4790
	5164
	5786
	4935
	5416
	6327

	10 ,Controlled drug offences
	17570
	16377
	15325
	15861
	15047
	16027
	16779
	18348

	11 ,Weapons and Explosives Offences
	3484
	3041
	2737
	2472
	2374
	2137
	2378
	2438

	12 ,Damage to property and to the environment
	35142
	32130
	28698
	27325
	25947
	22186
	23158
	21528


Statistics Under Reservation. For further information see Under Reservation FAQ page 
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Crimes reported by the police forces to the judicial authority

	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	1) Total number
	2 763 012
	2 818 834
	2 892 155
	2 812 936
	2 687 249
	2 487 389
	2 429 795
	2 371 806

	2) Per 100 000 population
	4 550.1
	4 734.4
	4 801.5
	4 627.4
	4 424.9
	4 102.7
	4 013.8
	3 925.4

	3) Successful investigations (percentage)
	18.3
	18.6
	18.3
	18.8
	19
	18.8
	19.4
	19.8



Indicators: 1) Crimes reported by the police forces to the judicial authority (total number); 2) Crimes reported by the police forces to the judicial authority (per 100 000 population); 3) Crimes with alleged known offenders (percentage of the reference year crimes with alleged known offenders on crimes perpetrated in the reference year).
Source: Italian National Institute of Statistics, Crimes reported by the police forces to the judicial authority (EN version). Data source used: Crimes reported to the Judicial authorities by the State Police, Carabinieri and Guardia di Finanza: are processed the data on felonies and people who were reported by police to the court.
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Recorded crimes*
	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	RECORDED CRIMES - TOTAL
	51582
	49905
	47561
	48477
	47406
	45639
	44250
	43260

	Serious crimes out of the total crimes recorded
	17764
	16390
	15043
	14757
	15511
	14465
	13324
	11526

	Number of crimes per 10,000 population
	250
	245
	236
	243
	240
	233
	228
	-

	Solved crimes out of the total crimes recorded
	...
	...
	...
	...
	...
	...
	...
	...


*Recorded crimes is defined as: “crimes are criminal violations and criminal offences reported to the judicial bodies and where a criminal case has been initiated”.
Source: Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia, Number of recorded crimes
No data is available for clearance rate in the official statistical sources.
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Crime statistics

	
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019

	Crimes (number)
	79523
	82492
	84715
	82872
	72343
	59075
	63846
	57830
	51449

	Crimes cleared (number)
	35598
	42884
	46332
	46084
	39788
	33265
	36112
	36376
	32943

	Clearance rate in %
	44,8%
	52%
	54,7%
	55,6%
	55%
	45%
	47,7%
	52,4%
	53,4%



Source: Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Lithuania (Crime statistics) and Official Statistics Portal 
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Reported offences
	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Total offences
	35 702
	37 639
	39 957
	43 087
	40 353
	38 537
	36 721
	37 288

	Offences per 100 000 inhabitants
	6 975
	7 171
	7 440
	7 839
	7 168
	6 688
	6 217
	6 194

	Police clearance rate
	44,6%
	44,1%
	44%
	43,3%
	45%
	47%
	44,6%
	50,7%



Indicators used (in French): délinquance globale (total offences), taux de criminalité sur 100 000 habitants (offences per 100 000 inhabitants), taux policier d’élucidation (police clearance rate).
Source: Statistics portal, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, Crime and justice, General crime recorded by the police 2000 - 2018; Police statistics report 2018 “Statistiques 2018, Présentation des chiffres de la délinquance en 2018”; Police statistics report 2015 “Statistiques 2015, Présentation des chiffres de la délinquance en 2015”.
The 2018 police statistics report provides the trend for clearance rate for years 2014-2018:
Police clearance rate, 2014-2018
[image: ]
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Sources:
2. Criminaliteit en rechtshandhaving 2018 - Ontwikkelingen en samenhangen / Choenni, R. (red.), Braak, S.W. van den (red.), Platenburg, P.F.M. (red.), Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek- en Documentatiecentrum, 2019 (for more detailed information, see Excel table h04 and chapter 4 ‘Misdrijven en opsporing’ of the publication - in Dutch)

The Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek- en Documentatiecentrum (WODC) even makes estimates of future crime and crime clearance rates. In its publication ‘Capaciteitsbehoefte Justitiële Ketens t/m 2024’, on page 87, the WODC expects the crime rates (geregistreerde misdrijven) and crime clearance rates (ophelderingen) to slightly go down in the Netherlands:

[image: ]
An English summary of this publication is available here.
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The Polish statistical office GUS provides the required data concerning criminal issues in the chapter ‘Organization of the State and Justice’, subtitle ‘Ascertained crimes by the Police in completed preparatory proceedings’ [An ascertained crime is an event, which after the completion of preparatory proceedings was confirmed as a crime. In connection with the Criminal Code of 1997 coming into force on 1 IX 1998 (the Law dated 6 VI 1997, Journal of Laws No. 88...]

Rate of detectability/crime clearance [Wskaźnik wykrywalności]

[image: ]

Total number of crimes (absolute number)
[image: ]

Crime rate by population size
[image: ]
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Registered crimes
	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Registered crimes (No.)
	415 325
	404 917
	376 403
	351 311
	356 032
	330 872
	341 950
	333 223

	Crime rate (‰)
	39,4
	38,6
	36,1
	33,9
	34,4
	32,1
	33,2
	32,4


Registered crimes (No.) by the police authorities by Geographic localization (NUTS - 2013) and Category of crime; Annual; Crime rate (‰) by Geographic localization (NUTS - 2013) and Category of crime; Annual
[image: \\EPRSBRUSNVF01\users$\svoronova\Documents\EMS requests\2020 - DATA RETENTION\Portugal_INEChart.jpg]
Source: Instituto Nacional de Estatística, Crime and criminal justice.

The term clearance rate in Portuguese statistics concerns court proceedings and indicates the percentage of completed cases in relation to incoming cases. No statistics on successful investigations of crime seem to be available.
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Crime Clearance Rate 

	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019 (*)

	Crimes Committed (Total number)
	92 873
	90 351
	89 677
	81 245
	73 163
	69 635
	66 215
	61 392
	54 724

	Crimes Solved 
	47 182
	47 883
	48 723
	45 370
	41 747
	39 509
	38 848
	37 201
	33 510

	Crime Clearance Rate (%)
	51%
	53%
	54%
	56%
	57%
	57%
	59%
	61%
	61%


(*) Please note that for 2019, statistics available are for 11 months (January-November)
Source: Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic, Statistics of Criminality

“Recorded prevalence of crime” 

	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019 (*)

	Crimes Committed (Total number)
	92 873
	90 351
	89 677
	81 245
	73 163
	69 635
	66 215
	61 392
	54 724

	Population Total (**)
	5 450 000
	5 450 000
	5 450 000
	5 450 000
	5 450 000
	5 450 000
	5 450 000
	5 450 000
	5 450 000

	“Recorded prevalence of crime” (% of population)
	1,7%
	1,66%
	1,66%
	1,49%
	1,34%
	1,27%
	1,21%
	1,13%
	1%



(*) Please note that for 2019, statistics available are for 11 months (January-November)
(**) Based on the latest data from 12/12/2018, population of Slovakia is 5 450 421. As there is not an annual statistics available, we will round it up to 5 450 000. Source: Office of Statistics of the Slovak Republic (Štatistický úrad Slovenskej republiky, published on 25/09/2019). 
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Recorded criminal offences
	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Criminal offences (total)
	89.292
	92.585
	94.355
	87.767
	69.573
	61.694
	58.329
	56.507

	Investigated offences
	41.045
	43.031
	44.430
	44.757
	35.922
	29.614
	27.726
	27.192

	Investigated offences (%)
	46,00%
	46,50%
	47,10%
	51,00%
	51,60%
	48,00%
	47,50%
	48,10%

	Detected offences
	10.703
	11.244
	11.955
	12.984
	10.690
	8.250
	7.800
	7.210

	Detected offences (%)
	12,00%
	12,10%
	12,70%
	14,80%
	15,40%
	13,40%
	13,40%
	12,80%



Number of criminal offences, proportion of investigated offences and offences detected by police
[image: ]
Green line: total criminal offences; brown columns: investigated offences (%); red-brown columns: offences detected by police (%).
Source: Annual report of police activities 2018, Slovenian police
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1) Recorded and cleared offences (total number)
	Year
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Recorded offences
	2297484
	2285525
	2268867
	2172133
	2092040
	2036815
	2009690
	2045784
	2131118

	Cleared offences
	724 995
	736 175
	728 929
	736 368
	715 357
	659 787
	641 353
	654 821
	673 594


You can see the trends in total number of recorded and cleared offences on the graphs below:
Graph 1: Recorded offences by province, type of offence and year; nation-wide total, all criminal offences
[image: \\EPRSBRUSNVF01\Users$\svoronova\Documents\EMS requests\2020 - DATA RETENTION\Spain2.png]
Graph 2. Cleared offences per province, type of offence and year; nation-wide total, all criminal offences.
[image: \\EPRSBRUSNVF01\Users$\svoronova\Documents\EMS requests\2020 - DATA RETENTION\Spain1.png]Source: Sistema Estadístico de Criminalidad (SEC), Ministerio del Interior, Gobierno del España
2) Crime rate and clearance rate
The Spanish Ministry of the Interior also publishes detailed annual reports, with the 2018 report including summaries of trends in crime rates and clearance rates for 2014-2018. The report notes that certain increases in crime rates or offences are a result of changes to Spanish criminal law in 2015.
The crime rate in Spain (criminal offences per 1 000 inhabitants) is reported as follows:
	Year
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Number of offences per 1 000 inhabitants (%)
	44,7
	43,7
	43,2
	43,9
	45,6



[image: ]
The report also provides the percentage of cleared criminal offences (“esclarecidas”), i.e. when the investigation by the police has been concluded. The graph below indicates that the proportion of crimes deemed “esclarecidas” has decreased from 35,7% in 2014 to 33,0% in 2018.
[image: ]
Source: Anuario estadístico del ministerio del interior 2018, Ministerio del Interior, Gobierno del España, pp. 153-154. Explanation of the methods used can be found on pp.151-152 of the report.
3) Recorded and cleared offences related to cybercriminality (total number)
The Ministry of Interior statistical database also contains data on recorded and cleared cybercrimes:
	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Recorded offences
	37412
	42812
	42403
	49935
	60154
	66586
	81307
	110613

	Cleared offences
	13557
	15025
	16378
	17918
	19372
	20453
	22111
	24767



Graph 1. Recorded offences related to cybercriminality per province, group of offences and year (total)
[image: \\EPRSBRUSNVF01\Users$\svoronova\Documents\EMS requests\2020 - DATA RETENTION\Spain_cyber1.png]
Graph 2. Cleared offences related to cybercriminality per province, group of offences and year (total)
[image: \\EPRSBRUSNVF01\Users$\svoronova\Documents\EMS requests\2020 - DATA RETENTION\Spain_cyber2.png]
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Clearance rate
The Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention (Brottsförebyggande rådet or Brå for short), an agency of the Ministry for Justice, publishes annual statistics on the number of person-based cleared offences. Person-based cleared offences are “processed offences for which at least one suspect has been prosecuted through the commencement of a prosecution, the issuance of a summary sanction order or a waiver of prosecution.” The person-based clearance rate reports person-based clearances during the course of the year expressed as a percentage of processed offences during the same year.

The table and the graph below show the trend of cleared offences from 2009 to 2018 (in percentage and in absolute numbers respectively).

Person-based clearance rate 2009-2018
	Year
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Person-based clearance percentage (all crimes)
	17 
	18 
	18 
	17 
	15 
	15 
	14 
	13 
	13 
	14 



N.B. The statistics for 2014-2016 were corrected in 2018. As of 2014, person-based clearance rate is calculated as a percentage of processed crime instead of reported crimes.
Source: Brå, Processed offences, table Person-based clearance rate for the whole country in the last 10 years (in Swedish)

[image: ]

Source: Brå, Processed offences (in English)


Reported offences

The table and the graph below present trends as to the number of reported offences, as a total and per 100 000 population (in absolute numbers).

	Year
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Reported offences (total)
	1416280
	1402588
	1401982
	1443753
	1503399
	1510197
	1514902
	1550626

	Reported offences per 100 000 population
	14988
	14734
	14603
	14890
	15342
	15219
	15062
	15239



Source: Brå, Reported offences, 1950-2018 (in English)

[image: ]

Source: Brå, Reported offences (in English)


Recorded offences, EU-28 total, 2010-2017
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Figure 1.1 Detection rates for crimes reported in 2018 by selected offence groups
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				Crime rate and crime clearance rate

				2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017c		2018c

		Total

		crime rate (abs.)		1,206,560		1,154,950		1,105,560		1,025,630		978,950		930,330		833,400		783,290

		crime clearance (abs.)		326,680		321,390		295,390		279,570		248,490		237,490		220,030		223,400

		crime clearance rate (%)		27.1		27.8		26.7		27.3		25.4		25.5		26.4		28.5



		c: source CBS
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